
SYLLABUS FOR HUSAK 358 

WED.  SEPT.  5   INTRODUCTION 
MON.            10   Bentham on Punishment     [pdf below] 
WED.               12   Paul Robinson and John Darley: “Does Criminal Law Deter?  A Behavioural Science 
Investigation” 
https://www.law.upenn.edu/live/files/1352-does-criminal-law-deter-robinson-and-darley-edited 
 
MON.              17   Richard Posner: “An Economic Theory of the Criminal Law” 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1122392                 PAGES 1193-1205 ONLY 
WED.              19   Herbert Morris: “Persons and Punishment” 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/27902099?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents 
 
MON.             24   Michael Moore: “Closet Retributivism” 
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199599493.001.0001/acprof-9780199599493-
chapter-2 
WED.            26   Catch-Up: No New Assignment 
 
MON.   OCT.    1   Douglas Husak:  “Desert and Punishment: What Do Criminals Deserve?”   [pdf below] 
WED.              3   Shaun Nichols: “Brute Retributivism”   [pdf below] 
 
MON.              8   H.L.A. Hart: “Prolegomenon to the Principles of Punishment” 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/4544619 
WED.            10   Douglas Husak: “Why Punish the Deserving?” 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2216023 
 
MON.            15   Adam Kolber: “The Subjective Experience of Punishment” 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1090337 
WED.            17   Douglas Husak: “The Metric of Punishment Severity"  [pdf below] 
 
MON.            22   MID-TERM EXAM 
WED.            24   Douglas Husak: "Predicting the Future: A Bad Reason to Criminalize Drugs"  [pdf below] 
 
MON.           29    Paul Robinson: “Criminal Law Defenses: A Systematic Analysis”  (Part I) 
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=662043 
WED.           31    Paul Robinson: Paul Robinson: “Criminal Law Defenses: A Systematic Analysis”  (Part II) 
 
MON.  NOV.   5    Paul Robinson: “Criminal Law Defenses: A Systematic Analysis”  (Part III) 
WED.            7    Douglas Husak: “The ‘But-Everyone-Does-That!’ Defense” 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40435963 
 
MON.           12    Douglas Husak: "The De Minimis Defense from Criminal Liability   [pdf below] 
WED.           14    Douglas Husak: “Ignorance of Law" [pdf below]   
 
MON.           19    Catch-up   No new assignment 
WED.           21    NO CLASS 
 
MON.           26    Douglas Husak: "Culpable Ignorance and Duties of Inquiry"    [pdf below] 
WED.           28    Douglas Husak: "Addiction and Decriminalization"    [pdf below] 
 
MON.  DEC.  3      Douglas Husak: "The Vindication of Good Over Evil: The Case of Futile Self-
Defense"    [pdf below] 
WED.            5     Douglas Husak: "What's Legal About Legal Moralism?"   [pdf below] 
 
MON.          10     Larry Laudan: "The Rules of Trial"   [pdf below, under "Laudan for Seminar"]] 

https://www.law.upenn.edu/live/files/1352-does-criminal-law-deter-robinson-and-darley-edited
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1122392
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199599493.001.0001/acprof-9780199599493-chapter-2
http://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199599493.001.0001/acprof-9780199599493-chapter-2
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1090337
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40435963


WED.          12     Douglas Husak: "Drug Proscriptions as Proxy Crimes"   [pdf below] 
 
                           FINAL EXAMINATION 
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