
BIOETHICS—PHILOSOPHY 249 
JOHN DOUARD, J.D., Ph.D. 

SYLLABUS 
 
Texts: Bioethics in Context: Moral Legal and Social Perspectives, ed. by Jones & 
 DeMarco, Broadview Press, ISBN: 978-1554812349. (BIC) 
 
 A Philosophical Disease: Bioethics, Culture, and Identity (Reflective Bioethics), 
 by Carl Elliott, Routledge Press, ISBN: 978-0415919401 (APD) 

 
Recent advances in medical knowledge and technology and the lack of consensus 
within our society in regard to value issues have made biomedical ethics a matter of 
concern for every citizen as well as for health care practitioners. This course offers the 
opportunity to work toward a coherent personal understanding of moral issues in 
general and in relation to such specific questions as personhood, informed consent, 
health care allocation, and questions of life and death.  
 
Course objectives:   
 

1. Students will develop the ability to identify world views that give rise to moral 
norms and values.  

2. Students will develop a basic understanding of the methods and theories 
inherent to ethical reasoning.  

3.  Students will be able to delineate the specific ethical issues raised by each topic 
and their relationship to general ethical reasoning.  

4. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the various points of view 
presented in the required readings.  

5. Students will develop the ability to identify feelings elicited by moral experience 
and their place in moral discourse.  

6. Students are expected to be able to defend points of view in a logical fashion.  
7. Students are expected to refer to the readings in their discussions.  
8. Students are expected to be able to relate their own position to more general 

ethical theories.  
 
Course requirements: 
 
PARTICIPATION 
 
Students are expected to attend all classes; if you expect to miss one or two classes, 
please use the University absence reporting website https://sims.rutgers.edu/ssra/  to 
indicate the date and reason for your absence.  An email is automatically sent to me. 
Your attendance will contribute to your overall participation grade. Absences not 
reported officially will not be excused for any reason. 



 
Material to be read for the subsequent class will be assigned in the previous class. The 
assigned reading will follow the Class Schedule (see below). Students are required to do 
all of the assigned reading before class. A prepared student will not only have read the 
material assigned but will have reflected upon the claims and arguments made therein. 
Students should plan on making notes while reading the material, since it may be 
difficult and may require more than one reading. You will have an assignment each 
week as an exercise in preparation. The ten 2-page summaries will focus on that class 
day’s readings. 
 
Students will be called upon to answer questions on the day’s reading, and will be 
expected to spontaneously contribute to the class discussions. Students are expected to 
listen to their classmates and the professor carefully and respectfully. (Remember that 
the contributions of fellow classmates form part of their grade). This entails, of course, 
NOT web-surfing, e-mailing, texting, etc., during class. None of this is allowed during 
class. Laptop computers are also not allowed in class, and notes are to be taken by hand. 
Research shows that hand-written notes are more effectively remembered than notes 
taken on computers. Phones are to be switched off or placed on silent mode.  
 
Students may also discuss the readings, assignments, and paper topics with me outside 
of class by e-mailing me or by meeting with me after our Saturday class, but only by 
appointment. All participation in class discussion and outside-of-class discussion 
counts towards the participation grade. 
 
WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Case analysis: On January 27, I will distribute a short case description during the second 
class, which students will be expect4ed to analyze using the moral theories we will 
discuss during the first three class sessions. It will be due on February 3. The analysis 
should be about 5 pages long. 
 
You will write two issues papers, 5-10 pages long, due dates indicated in the syllabus. 
You will take a final exam, on the designated finals date indicated in the syllabus. 
 
Case analysis: 20 points. 
Two issue papers: 30 points each. 
Final exam: 20 points. 
 
CURRENT ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY: 
 
Cheating and Plagiarism: 
 
Short version: Don’t cheat.  Don’t plagiarize. 



 
Longer version: Cheating on tests or plagiarizing materials in your papers deprives you 
of the educational benefits of preparing these materials appropriately.  It is personally 
dishonest to cheat on a test or to hand in a paper based on unacknowledged words or 
ideas that someone else originated.  It is also unfair, since it gives you an undeserved 
advantage over your fellow students who are graded on the basis of their own work.  In 
this class we will take cheating very seriously.  All suspected cases of cheating and 
plagiarism will be automatically referred to the Office of Judicial Affairs, and we will 
recommend penalties appropriate to the gravity of the infraction.   The university's 
policy on Academic Integrity is available at 
http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy    I strongly advise you 
to familiarize yourself with this document, both for this class and for your other classes 
and future work.  To help protect you, and future students, from plagiarism, we require 
all papers to be submitted through Turnitin.com. 
 
Since what counts as plagiarism is not always clear, I quote the definition given in 
Rutgers' policy: 
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is the use of another person’s words, ideas, or results without 
giving that person appropriate credit. To avoid plagiarism, every direct quotation must 
be identified by quotation marks or appropriate indentation and both direct quotation 
and paraphrasing must be cited properly according to the accepted format for the 
particular discipline or as required by the instructor in a course. Some common 
examples of plagiarism are: 
• Copying word for word (i.e. quoting directly) from an oral, printed, or electronic 
source without proper attribution. 
• Paraphrasing without proper attribution, i.e., presenting in one’s own words another 
person’s written words or ideas as if they were one’s own. 
• Submitting a purchased or downloaded term paper or other materials to satisfy a 
course requirement. 
• Incorporating into one’s work graphs, drawings, photographs, diagrams, tables, 
spreadsheets, computer programs, or other nontextual material from other sources 
without proper attribution.  
 
A SPECIAL NOTE:  Students often assume that because information is available on the 
Web it is public information, does not need to be formally referenced, and can be used 
without attribution.  This is a mistake.  All information and ideas that you derive from 
other sources, whether written, spoken, or electronic, must be attributed to their 
original source.  Such sources include not just written or electronic materials, but people 
with whom you may discuss your ideas, such as your roommate, friends, or family 
members.  They deserve credit for their contributions too! 
 
Judgments about plagiarism can be subtle.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
ask me for guidance. 



 
 
STUDENT-WELLNESS SERVICES: 
 
Just In Case Web App 
http://codu.co/cee05e  
Access helpful mental health information and resources for yourself or a friend in a 
mental health crisis on your smartphone or tablet and easily contact CAPS or RUPD. 
  
Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS) 
(848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901/ rhscaps.rutgers.edu/ 
CAPS is a University mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol 
and other drug assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a team of professional 
within Rutgers Health services to support students’ efforts to succeed at Rutgers 
University. CAPS offers a variety of services that include: individual therapy, group 
therapy and workshops, crisis intervention, referral to specialists in the community and 
consultation and collaboration with campus partners.  
Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA) 
(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 / vpva.rutgers.edu/ 
The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides confidential crisis 
intervention, counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence 
and stalking to students, staff and faculty.  To reach staff during office hours when the 
university is open or to reach an advocate after hours, call 848-932-1181. 
  
Disability Services 
 (848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer 
Avenue, Piscataway, NJ 08854 /  https://ods.rutgers.edu/ 
The Office of Disability Services works with students with a documented disability to 
determine the eligibility of reasonable accommodations, facilitates and coordinates 
those accommodations when applicable, and lastly engages with the Rutgers 
community at large to provide and connect students to appropriate resources. 
 
Scarlet Listeners 
(732) 247-5555 / http://www.scarletlisteners.com/ 
Free and confidential peer counseling and referral hotline, providing a comforting and 
supportive safe space. 
 
The ad/drop policy can be found at this URL: 
https://webmail.rci.rutgers.edu/src/webmail.php 
 
 
  

https://webmail.rci.rutgers.edu/src/webmail.php


READING AND WRITING ASSIGMENTS 
 
January 
 
20  Elliott: Introduction, A Philosophical Disease   APD: xv - xxxvi 
  
27 Moral Theory in Bioethics      BIC: 25 - 68 
 
February 
 
3 Basic Law I Bioethics      BIC: 73 – 84 
 Elliott: Notes of a Philosophical Scutmonkey   APD: 1 – 23 
 
 Paper # 1: Case Analysis—Feb. 3 
 
10 Justice and the Right to Care     BIC: 85 - 128 
 
17 The Duty to Treat       BIC: 131 - 154 
 
24 Informed Consent       BIC: 157 - 212 
 
March 
 
3 Informed Refusal and the right to refuse treatment  BIC: 221 – 261 
 
 Paper # 2: Just Health Care – March 3 
 
10-17 Spring recess   
 
24 Cultural Competency      BIC: 329-362  
 Elliott: You are what you are afflicted by    APD 25 – 48 
   
31 Issues in Human Reproduction     BIC: 367 - 410 
 Elliott: Lost at the Mall      APD: 49 – 74 
 
April 
 
7 Mental Illness       BIC: 415 – 428 
 Elliott: Puppet-Masters and Personality Disorders  APD: 75 – 90 
 Elliott: The Point of the Story     APD:: 121-141 
 
14 Medical Research: Clinical Trials     BIC: 433 - 468 
 Depression and Competence in Research   APD: 91 – 103 



 Paper # 3: Mental Illness or Human Reproduction Issues – April 14 
 
21 Transplantation Ethics      BIC: 477-487 
 A General Anti-Theory of Bioethics    APD: 141 – 164. 
 
28  Review  
       
May 
 
5   FINAL EXAM 
 
 
   HAVE A GREAT SUMMER! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


